Appleby is an attractive market town with a great deal of interest and charm. The remarkable Lady Anne Clifford devoted much of her time to restoring the neglected estates, castles and churches in the area. Here work is much in evidence at Appleby, - Appleby Castle was her home for a period of time. The Appleby Horse Fair, set up by charter in 1685 as a fair for horse trading, runs for a week in June, ending on the 2nd wednesday in June. Today it is world famous, the largest of its kind in the world, and attracting a huge gypsy gathering. 


Appleby-in-Westmorland
One of the most picturesque market towns in Northern England, Appleby is renowned for its friendly atmosphere and local craft and speciality shops. 

 

From Appleby take the road to Orton, Wainwrights 'Coast to Coast' walk passes through the village and over Orton Scar. One mile east of Orton is the ancient Gamelands stone circle - some 100 yards in circumference. Although one of the largest in Cumbria, all of its stones have tumbled, and none is higher than one yard, so is infrequently visited, though access is easy. Don't forget to call in at Kennedy's Chocolate's. The shop, cafe and factory shop are open all year round. From our cafe you can see our chocolates being made first hand, and when your appetite is roused, you can sample some of the delicious home baking. From Orton take the pleasant drive to Ravenstonedale. This unspoilt picturesque village offers tranquility for discerning visitors. This hard working rural community with it's beautiful rolling countryside, peaceful country lanes and the nearby Howgill fells, is a must. Drive now through the centre of the Howgills towards the attractive market town of Sedbergh. 

Kennedys Fine Chocolates
Small chocolate factory producing handmade chocolates. Viewing windows into the production area and video film. Coffee house and factory shop. 

 

Sedbergh, with its old world atmosphere, is not only set in the magnificent western dales of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, but is also close to the rugged eastern fells of the Lake District.Sedbergh is famous for its public school, set in magnificent parkland on the edge of the town. There is a fine Norman church, St Andrew's Church, and overlooking the town is the site of Castlehaw, an ancient motte and bailey castle built to repel the Scottish hordes. George Fox, founder of the Quakers, preached both in the churchyard of St Andrew's, and in the nearby Brigflatts Meeting House, which dates from 1675. An interesting place for all the family to visit is Holme Farm, an open dales working farm with many rare breeds of animals. The Carlisle to Settle Railway runs through Dentdale and Garsdale,

Sedbergh
Nestling in the foot of the Howgill fells and dating back to the Roman times, Sedbergh is a market town full of character with cobbled yards and fascinating houses, some of which bear the hallmarks of the town's old knitting industry. 
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Rainy Day Attractions for Kids in Cumbria

Rheged - The Upland Kingdom Discovery Centre



Redhills , Penrith. Telephone : 01768 868000

Rheged is an all weather, all year round visitor centre of national importance. Situated in Britain\'s largest grass covered building, Rheged\'s centrepiece is a six storey high cinema screen featuring a dramatic journey back in time through 2,000 years of Cumbria\'s history and mystery.

The Dock Museum



North Rd , Barrow-in-Furness. Telephone : 01229 894444

The Dock Museum is a spectacular modern museum built over an original Victorian Graving Dock. Here you can explore the fascinating history of Barrow-in-Furness, and discover how it grew from a tiny 19th Century hamlet to the biggest iron and steel centre in the world, and a major ship-building force, in just 40 years.

Brockhole -The National Park Visitor Centre



Windermere. Telephone : 015394 46601

The Lake District Coast Aquarium



South Quay , Maryport. Telephone : 01900 817760

At the Lake District Coast Aquarium, you can discover the amazing underwater world of Cumbria\'s seas and coasts.

Carlisle Castle



Carlisle. Telephone : 01228 591922

Carlisle Castle is a great medieval fortress that has watched over the City of Carlisle for over nine centuries. Visitors can explore fascinating and ancient chambers, stairways and dungeons.

Aquarium of the Lakes



Lakeside , Newby Bridge. Telephone : 015395 30153

At Lakeside, on the southern end of Englands largest lake, Windermere, you can discover in over 30 displays the fascinating and often secret world of wildlife and freshwater creatures dwelling in and alongside these magnificent waters.

The World Of Beatrix Potter



The Old Laundry , Bowness-on-Windermere. Telephone : 015394 88444

At The World of Beatrix Potter Attraction, you can discover Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddle-Duck and all their friends in a magical indoor recreation of Beatrix Potter\'s little books, complete with the sights, sounds and smells of the countryside.

The Quaker Tapestry Exhibition



The Friends Meeting House , Kendal. Telephone : 01539 722975

The Quaker Tapestry is an embroidery of community art, the creation of more than 4000 people in 15 countries over a period of 15 years. It shows 300 years of social history, beautifully illustrated.

The Rum Story



Lowther St , Whitehaven. Telephone : 01946 592933

The Rum Story - the Dark Spirit of Whitehaven, is set in the original shop, courtyards, cellars and bonded warehouses of the Jefferson family business, in the Georgian town of Whitehaven. Here you can find out about the story of the UK rum trade, which originally centered on the port of Whitehaven.

Cars of the Stars



Standish Street , Keswick. Telephone : 017687 73757

The museum features vehicles from TV and films, including Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, the Batmobile, Back to the Future Delorean,Del Boy's Reliant Robin, Knightrider's KITT, The Munsters and many other famous vehicles and motorcycles.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Rayrigg Road, Bowness-on-Windermere, LA23 3DN. Telephone: 01539 488597 
Email: cumbriaballoons@pendleballoons.co.uk
Hot Air Ballooning is the ultimate flying experience, floating over scenic countryside at heights of between 500 and 5,000 feet. From arrival at the launch site you will be invited to assist with the inflation, which usually takes about 30 mins.

Usually the first half hour or so at high altitude up to 5,000 ft for a panoramic view of the countryside. The second half of the flight is at lower levels so as to relate to wild life and scenic countryside.

After the flight, the crew with your help will pack away the balloon. Then in the balloonists' tradition you will be presented with a glass of chilled champagne, and a commemorative Flight Certificate.

A balloon ride over the Lakes is the perfect way for you to mark any event - birthdays, anniversaries, or even a proposal of marriage.

Flying is at the beginning and end of the day when the air is stable, as the thermal activity of the sun heating the ground causes instability during the day. Times are typically 6.00am and 6.30pm.
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